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Summary 

Recommendation: 

Reports the recommendations of the Electoral Review Working 
Party on the proposals of the Boundary Commission for England 
for revised Parliamentary constituencies in Cumbria

That Council considers the initial proposals for Cumbria and the 
alternative proposal, and that the alternative proposal is 
forwarded to the Boundary Commission for England as the 
Council’s formal response to the consultation.

1 INTRODUCTION

1.1 The Parliamentary Voting System and Constituencies Act 2011 provides for a fixed 
number of parliamentary constituencies for the whole of the UK (600) and new 
rules for the calculation of electorate figures for use when constituencies are 
reviewed by the Boundary Commission for England (BCE). The BCE is required to 
make a formal report to the Government on the outcome of the current review by 
1 October 2013. 

1.2 This report sets summarises the provisions of the 2011 Act and reports the initial 
recommendations of the BCE in the current review for constituencies in Cumbria. It 
also sets out an alternative proposal considered by the Working Party will wish to 
make a recommendation to Council on 1 December on a proposed response to the 
Cumbria proposals before the 5 December closing date for consultation responses 
to the BCE. 

2 BACKGROUND TO THE REVIEW

2.1 The 2011 Act requires that the number of constituencies in England is reduced 
from 533 at present to 502.  

2.2 The Act further requires the number of registered electors in each constituency to 
be based on the electoral quota, which is the number of registered electors in the 
UK on 1 December 2010 divided by the number of constituencies. The electoral 
quota is 76,641. Every constituency – except two covering the Isle of Wight – must 
have a number of registered electors that is no more than 5% lower or higher than 



this figure. In practice, this means constituencies must contain between 72,810 
and 80,473 electors.   

3 PROPOSALS FOR CUMBRIA

3.1 The Commission’s initial proposals for Cumbria are for five constituencies to 
replace the existing six, as follows:

Carlisle (the Carlisle City area, minus Dalston ward)
Workington and Keswick (Allerdale minus Harrington ward; plus four Eden District 
wards west of Penrith; plus Dalston)
Copeland and Windermere (Copeland Borough plus Harrington and 10 wards from 
western South Lakeland)
Barrow in Furness (Barrow Borough plus eleven South Lakeland wards around 
Grange over Sands and Ulverston)
Kendal and Penrith (Eden district minus the four most western wards plus Kendal 
and the eastern part of South Lakeland)

3.2 The detailed proposals for new constituencies in the North West is attached as 
Appendix “A” and a plan showing the wards proposed for inclusion in the new 
Copeland and Windermere is attached as Appendix “B”.

4 VIEWS ON THE PROPOSALS FOR CUMBRIA

4.1 The Working Party has considered the BCE proposals and has looked at them from 
the perspective of the existing West Cumbrian sub region, and in particular 
geographic, historical and economic considerations.

4.2 The proposed constituency of Copeland and Windermere is split roughly in half by 
the Cumbrian Fells, including the highest mountain in England, Scafell Pike, the two 
halves being directly linked only by high mountain passes. Alternative routes via 
Keswick or Broughton in Furness involve long journeys out of the proposed 
constituency, and there are no links by public transport. This issue of accessibility 
has serious implications for an MP trying to represent his/her constituency and, 
more importantly, constituents trying to contact their MP.

4.3 Not only is there a lack of any natural local tie between the two halves of the 
proposed constituency, but each side has strong ties with different towns. The 
eastern half of the constituency looks to Kendal further south an east for the 
majority of its services including maternity and other hospital services, retail and as 
a major centre for employment. It is also where inhabitants would access the west 
coast mainline, either directly of via connecting trains on the Windermere branch 
line. Whitehaven is the major service centre for most of the western half of the 
proposed constituency, containing a district general hospital, shops and 
employment opportunities. Access to rail services is via the Barrow to Carlisle 
branch line along the Cumbrian coast. 

 



 4.4 The eastern half of the proposed constituency relies heavily on tourism and 
agriculture for its economic lifeblood and employment opportunities. There is little 
history or tradition of heavy industry. By way of contrast, the western half of the 
area, particularly the larger population centres on the West Cumbrian coast, rely 
heavily on the nuclear industry at the Sellafield site and its associated service 
sector for employment.

5 ALTERNATIVE PROPOSAL

5.1 The Working Party notes that in the consultation on their initial proposals, the 
Boundary Commission have said: “When developing proposals, we noted that our 
options were limited due both to the large geographical but small electoral size of 
the wards within the county, and to the national, regional and geographic borders 
that form the boundaries of much of the county. We did not therefore find it 
possible to avoid proposing constituencies in which coastal communities were 
combined with those some distance inland.”

5.2 The Working Party disagrees fundamentally with this contention and believes that 
it is possible, particularly in the West Cumbrian context, to propose constituencies 
with some geographical, social and economic cohesion whilst still meeting the 
criteria for electorate size set out in the Act.

5.3 Furthermore, the Working Party believes that there are compelling grounds for 
retaining a constituency based on the geographical area of West Cumbria. Due to 
its position with the Irish Sea to the west and the Cumbrian Fells to the east, West 
Cumbria is one of the most isolated sub regions in the UK. The area’s centre lies 40 
miles west of the M6 and west coast main line, and largely single carriageway 
roads link the area to Carlisle and the national motorway network via the A66. 
There is a single track railway linking Carlisle in the north to Barrow in the south. 
The nearest international airport is at Newcastle 95 miles away with both Glasgow 
and Manchester 140 miles by road. The result of this geographical isolation is that 
West Cumbria is self-contained, with 83% and 73% respectively of residents in 
Copeland and Allerdale also working locally.

5.4 The West Cumbrian economy has been dominated by heavy industry since the 
Industrial Revolution, first by iron and coal-mining, followed by the chemical 
industry in the early 20th century and since the 1950’s one of the largest nuclear 
site in the world, employing 9,840 people, 9,000 of whom live in Copeland, and 
2,000 to 3,000 more sustained in the local supply chain. 

5.5 The economic history of West Cumbria as noted above is reflected in the nature of 
housing stock in the area, with both substantial stocks of both modern social 
housing and high density nineteenth century homes associated with the extractive 
industries which dominated both the economy and the landscape of the West 
Cumbria coastal plain in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.

    
  



6 CONCLUSION

6.1 For the above reasons the Working Party considers there is a strong case for 
retaining a constituency that recognises the integrity of West Cumbria as a 
coherent geographical entity and that retains the West Cumbrian nuclear  

6.2 The Working Party is therefore proposing as an alternative to the Commission’s 
initial proposals, a West Cumbria constituency, consisting of the following wards 
of the Borough of Copeland:

Arlecdon, Beckermet, Bransty, Cleator Moor North, Cleator Moor South, 
Distington, Egremont North, Egremont South, Ennerdale, Frizington, Gosforth, 
Harbour, Hensingham, Hillcrest, Kells, Mirehouse, Moresby, St Bees, Sandwith, 
Seascale.

             
             The following wards of the Borough of Allerdale:

Clifton, Harrington, Moorclose, Moss Bay, St John’s, St Michael’s, Stainburn, 
Flimby, Seaton, Ellenborough, Ewanrigg,  Netherhall

    A Barrow constituency, consisting of the 13 Barrow Borough Wards, eight wards                 
from South Lakeland and the Bootle, Haverigg, Holborn Hill, Millom Without and 
Newtown wards of the Borough of Copeland – total electorate 76,975

A Carlisle constituency consisting of the 12 urban wards from Carlisle City and the 
Marsh, Wampool, Waver, Wigton, Silloth, Aspatria, Solway and Ellen wards from 
Allerdale – total electorate 76,621

A Penrith and the Border Constituency consisting of the remaining wards of Carlisle, 
Allerdale and Eden – total electorate 77,934

A Westmorland constituency consisting of the remaining wards of Eden and South 
Lakes – total electorate 78,526

6.3      A plan showing the proposed constituencies is attached as Appendix “C” and a list      
of wards in each is attached at Appendix “D” 
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